With this number of the Journal of Vascular Research, the Editors are initiating the JVR Internet Discussion Forum. The reason for this initiative is a wish to explore ways of improving the interaction between the Internet and journals. Thus, as discussed previously [J Vasc Res 1999; 36:1] , while electronic publishing has the advantage of speed, paper has permanence. It is the aim of the JVR Internet Discussion Forum to combine the advantages of each medium.
The structure of the forum is as follows: -publication on the Internet of a selected manuscript for each number of the Journal as soon as it has been accepted following the normal review process, -an accompanying Internet discussion page for 1 month, which will allow anyone to comment on the article and the authors to respond, and -finally, an edited version of the discussion printed together with the article.
All subscribers to the Journal of Vascular Research and other vascular scientists will be alerted to the availability of the article on the Net by e-mail, with a hot link to the article, where it may be viewed or downloaded by all.
The article selected for this number of the journal: 'Local adenovirusmediated delivery of hirudin in a rabbit arterial injury model' (Bishop et al., Charlottesville, Va.) was available for viewing during the whole of September. This paper, which is published on pages 343-352 of this issue, raises a number of important questions about viral transfection techniques. An edited version of the discussion on the Net is printed at the end of this issue starting on page 430.
The article selected for the next Internet Discussion Forum is entitled 'L-arginine availability is not limiting for nitric oxide generation from recombinant endothelial nitric oxide synthase ' (Mohacsi et al., Rochester, Minn.) . It will remain on the Net for discussion for the whole of October.
In order to ensure that you are on the e-mailing list, please send an e-mail to jvr@pharmacology.au.dk, putting JVR Internet Discussion Forum in the subject field.
The Editors believe that this is an exciting venture and look forward to your participation.
On behalf of the Editors, Michael Mulvany, Main Editor
